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Custom Song Contract Template©

Includes: 
1) Agreement to Payment, Terms, and Conditions
2) Nature of Agreement, Copyright, and Royalty Sharing
3) Terms of Creativity, Revisions, and Fulfillment 

1. Agreement to Payment, Terms, and Conditions 
Independent contractor, (your name), and client, (client name), agree to the following terms and conditions of the custom song project entitled (project name) to be created by (your name), for (client name).
(Client name) agrees to pay (your name) the sum total of (dollar amount) for the completion of (#) original custom song(s) to include the songwriting and recording of each custom song and any custom song upgrades that (client name) has ordered. Additionally, (your name) has offered a (%) royalty share (see Nature of Agreement, Copyright, and Royalty Sharing) of the writer 
ownership of the (#) song(s) to (client name).
Work on the custom song project will begin on (date) to be completed by (date). For custom song upgrades, an agreed upon date will be required per individual upgrade. Should (client name) wish to pay for the custom song project in full upfront, (client name) will pay (your name) (dollar amount) by (date). Should (client name) wish to pay in monthly installments, monthly payments will be in the amount of (dollar amount) per month starting on (date) and ending on (date), totaling (dollar amount). (Your name) will receive payment via credit card or check by the 5th day of each month. If by check, payment will be sent to the following name and address:
(your name), (your mailing address)

Should (client name) be unsatisfied with the the pre-recorded rough draft 
version of the custom song(s) (see Terms of Creativity, Revisions, and 
Fulfillment), (client name) reserves the right to request and receive a full 
refund on any amount paid to (your name) prior to recording. Once the recording process begins, the refund period will no longer be valid.
(Your name) and (client name) agree to the terms and conditions of payment as indicated in this contract per signature consent below.

Independent Contractor, (your name)
____________________________________________________________   Date __________
Client, (client name)
____________________________________________________________   Date __________

2. Nature of Agreement, Copyright, and Royalty Sharing 

The relationship between the creator, (your name), of the original musical works (including melody, lyrics, instrumentation, vocal performance, and sound recording) being requested and paid for by (client name) is not that of employer and employee under the common law of agency, but independent contractor, (your name), and client, (client name). Thus, the original works paid for by (client name) in this agreement shall not be determined as a work made for hire.
The author of the original musical works is (your name) to be created for (client name). Therefore, (your name) has the right to maintain 100% of the copyright, writer ownership, and publisher ownership should (your name) so choose, including PA (Performing Arts) and SR (Sound Recordings) of the completed musical works. (Your name) will register the copyright claim online with the Library of Congress via the electronic Copyright Office (eCO) service 
including the registration fee. Upon confirmation from the Library of Congress that the claim has been processed and finalized, the copyright claim will be viewable to the public indicating date of copyright registration, title of work, and author. 
Hereinafter, the author, (your name), has the right to register the original 
musical works with (full name of your Performance Rights Organization, for example “American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers”) of which (your name) is a writer and music publishing member, wherein, all due 
royalties for public performance of any kind (including but not limited to: 
domestic and/or international radio play, internet radio play, MP3 sales via online music download sites, music streaming, hard copy CD sales, movie or documentary placement, movie or documentary soundtrack placement, 
television show placement, television commercial placement, internet 
television show placement, internet television commercial placement, internet advertisement campaign, restaurants, seminars, conferences, conventions, banquets, trainings, meetings, audio training programs, audio books, DVDs, music videos, online music videos, video games, public venue lobbies, 
podcasts, webinars, blogs, etc.) will be paid and sent to (your name) and (your name’s) music publishing company, (name of music publishing 
company).
As author, (your name) shall have the option to include (client name) in the authorship of the original musical works. In such case, should (your name) wish to share in the copyright, when registering the copyright, (your name) will add (client name) to the eCO form. Thus, (your name) and (client name) will be listed as co-authors. Due to the Library of Congress policies, 
procedures, and operating practices, there is no opportunity for co-authors to list the individual percentage share of their co-ownership of the registered work. Therefore, should the two parties desire to have an agreed upon 
percentage share of the writing and publishing ownership of the musical works and the royalties due thereafter, (your name) and (client name) shall 
determine their percentage royalty share independent of the copyright 
registration. 
Subsequently, since (your name) is a current writer and music publishing member of (name of your Performance Rights Organization) and the sole owner of (name of your music publishing company), all paying royalties shall go to (your name). However, in the instance where (your name) agrees to share in a percentage of royalties paid with (client name), upon receipt of paid royalties every (name of your music publishing company) royalty paying cycle, (your name) will agree to send or make payment to (client name) within 7 business days of receiving all paid royalties, starting from the first royalty payment. Should (client name) already have a writer and/or music publisher membership or wish to become a Performance Rights Organization writer and/or music publishing member of ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC, personal 
arrangements of royalty payment dissemination between (your name) and (client name) can be made where both parties receive royalty payment 
directly and independent of each other.
In the instance where (your name) agrees to royalty percentage sharing with (client name), (your name) reserves the right to give a royalty percentage share that protects the interest of the original author, (your name) . Therefore, per this agreement, (your name) is willing to share royalty percentage 
ownership in 10% increments. For example, should (your name) be willing to give (client name) a 50% royalty percentage share, (your name) would receive 50% and (client name) would receive 50% of all royalties paid per the 
agreement and process indicated above. For each 10% of royalty share that (your name) agrees to give (client name), (client name) will pay (your name) the amount of (dollar amount) in advance. For example, if (your name) and (client name) agree to a 50% royalty percentage share for each party, (client name) will pay (your name) (dollar amount) in advance. Starting on the date that payment is received by (your name) from (client name), (client name) 
reserves the right to begin receiving royalty payment from (your name) if (client name) is not a current writer and/or music publishing member of a Performance Rights Organization such as ASCAP, BMI, or SESAC, and has no intentions of applying to become a member. In such case, (your name) is 
responsible for ensuring that any and all royalty payments received per the original musical works under the co-authorship copyright agreement are 
reported to (client name) within 48 hours.
Independent contractor, (your name), and client, (client name), agree to the nature of the agreement and business relationship as indicated in this contract per signature consent below.

Independent Contractor __________________________________________    Date _________
Client _________________________________________________________    Date _________

Independent contractor, (your name), and client, (client name), agree to the following royalty percentage share to the original musical works to be created and registered by (your name) as indicated in this contract per signature 
consent below. Do not complete if no royalty sharing agreement has been 
discussed or made.
Royalty share:  
Percent to (your name) ________ %
Signature  ______________________________________________________   Date ________

Percent to (client name)  ___________ %
Signature  ______________________________________________________   Date ________

3. Terms of Creativity, Revisions, and Fulfillment 

As the music artist, (your name), I ask that you, (client name), give me the necessary space and independence to create. This means trust on your part. When needed, I will send you questions and request that you respond within 2 working days at most so I can keep my rhythm and 
creative momentum going. 
Stage 1 is the custom song creation interview where I will ask you questions that will influence the melody, lyrics, style, inspiration, and feel of your 
original song(s). The interview will take place virtually using a video 
conferencing platform that I will recommend and I will record the 
conversation to reference later. It is ideal to schedule the interview within 5 working days of receiving this agreement.
After the interview, I will begin the songwriting process. Once I have written the first draft of the song, I will perform it live for you virtually in a song reveal session using the video conferencing platform that we agree to. I will record the performance and conversation to reference later as I continue with the songwriting process. During this session, you will have the opportunity to give me feedback about the song. This will be your first of 2 revision requests.
After making changes to the song (s) should a revision request be made, a 
second draft of the song will be performed live for you virtually over video. This will be your last opportunity to give feedback about the song and is your final revision request. Once you have agreed to the song melody and lyrics, they will be permanent. Thus, there will be no changes made to the melody or lyrics beyond the 2nd revision request .
Please note that I may be the recording engineer and producer of the song(s). Hence, I will need a comfortable window of time to not only interview you, but to write the melody, the lyrics, perform and record all instrumentation and 
vocal tracks, edit, mix, and master the song(s) in my studio. There may also be a possibility that I record the song(s) in a professional studio with other hired musicians, a producer, and sound engineering team that I trust. In this case, you will be notified, though there will be no additional expense to you as this is already included in your original custom song order fee. 
Once the final mix of the song(s) is completed, you will receive an mp3 of the recording(s) via email from me. This will be your one opportunity to confirm and authorize completion of the song(s). Should you want minor changes to the sound recording (not the song structure itself) prior to mastering (for 
example, volume down on the drums, take out the piano, louder on the voice, etc.) this will be your time to make these request(s). However, at this point, I will not re-record major tracks and/or re-create musical works, though 
modifications will be considered based on our mutual understanding of the song's integrity and final sound. 
Should modifications be requested on your part and agreed to on my end, an extension of time will be required to finalize the song(s). If additional 
recording time is needed and I have recorded the song(s) at a professional studio, an additional charge may occur of which you will be notified prior to any changes made. Once you have confirmed that you are happy with the song(s), you will keep the mp3. Should changes be made, I will re-send you an updated version of the mp3. If you want a hard copy CD, please let me know and I will send you a CD with CD case as well as song lyrics available upon 
request via email or hard copy regular mail. 
If you would like to upgrade and 1) order a custom song lyric plaque including the song title, lyrics, and personal dedication laser engraved along with the mounted CD 2) have me perform the song(s) live at a wedding, conference, or private event or 3) have a custom music video slide show created using your custom song(s), please let me know and I will process the order for the 
additional amount(s). 
Should you choose to upgrade, I will notify you of the amount, the 
manufacturer, and the time frame needed to create your custom lyric plaque, perform the song(s) live, and/or create a custom music video slide show.
(Your name) and (client name) agree to the terms as indicated in this contract per signature consent below.

Independent Contractor, (your name)
___________________________________________________________    Date __________
Client, (client name)
___________________________________________________________    Date __________
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